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COVID-19
One of  the most significant events of  our lifetime . . . 

ÁGlobal Pandemic

ÁOver 535,000 fatalities worldwide, and climbing.

ÁOver 132,000 fatalities in the U.S., and climbing.

ÁOver 4,300 fatalities in Connecticut.

Á200 reported fatalities in Stamford.

ÁPublic Health Crisis

ÁHighly Contagious. 

ÁSignificant portion of people with COVID-19 have no symptoms but still spread 
the disease. Significant spread occurred before full awareness of the extent of 
the disease.

ÁNo vaccine, no cure.

ÁLimited access to Testing & PPE as crisis unfolded.

ÁRecession

ÁGreatest and most rapid increase in unemployment since the Great Depression



COVID-19
STAMFORDõS BEGINNING

Å March 7: Stamfordõs St. Patrickõs Day Parade

Å March 8: Governor Lamont announced Connecticutõs first COVID-19 
positive case, a Wilton resident

Å March 9: Contingency Planning by Stamfordõs Administration Cabinet 

Å March 10: 

Á Lamont declares a public health emergency

Á City announces it is minimizing non-mandatory meetings and out-of-
state travel restricted for City employees

Á Senior Center cancels activities

Á Stamford Hospital reports its first symptomatic patient

Á The City presents itõs budget to the Board of Finance and Board of 
Representatives

Å March 11: City Managers meeting focused on COVID-19

Å First case of Stamford resident testing positive on March 11.

Å First fatality in Stamford was former city Representative Anthony 
òTonyó Spadacciniwho died March 25 at age 54. 

March 6: Mayor Martin requires hand sanitizing of 

everyone entering Government Center and enhanced 

cleaning protocols.

ò . . . a storm is coming in the form of COVID-19ó



COVID-19 IN STAMFORD

As of April 7 ñfour weeks after Stamfordõs 
first case ñ detectedCOVID-19 cases were 
growing exponentially

Stamford, perhaps the most vulnerable of any 
Connecticut city, was hit early and hit hard:

Å Near New York City, the regional epicenter of 
disease

Å Diverse population in urban setting

ÅMany Nursing homes & Senior Care facilities

Å Low proportion of population in local colleges



COVID-19 IN STAMFORD
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This disease was 

particularly 

lethal to older 

individuals and 

those with 

comorbidities.

Source: Stamford Health Department, Connecticut Electronic Disease Surveillance System (CTEDSS), 

data downloaded with 3,293 total positive cases and 198 who have died (data downloaded June 24, 2020).



COVID-19 IN STAMFORD
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Stamfordõs Hispanic 

population had the 

greatest relative 

incidence of the 

disease, 

but non-Hispanic 

Blacks and Whites 

had the highest 

fatality rate.

Source: Stamford Health Department, Connecticut Electronic Disease Surveillance System (CTEDSS), 

data downloaded with 3,293 total positive cases,1,763 (54%) with race/ethnicity information (data downloaded June 22, 2020).

U.S. Census, ACS 2018
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WHAT A RIDE THE LAST 3 MONTHS HAVE BEEN . . .  

ÅPublic Health Emergency declared by Governor Lamont

ÅEconomy òShutdownó in Stamford and the State

ÅSchools closed, implemented òDistance Learningó

ÅCity Launched òStamford Togetheró, a Volunteer Program with the Board 

of Representatives

ÅCity opens UConn dormitories for potential COIVD-19 patient isolation 

demand

ÅTesting for COVID-19 by City with Partners
ÅFrontline Responders
ÅNursing Homes
ÅTargeted Testing

ÅAll City Employee Testing

ÅNumerous reverse 911 calls ðmany in Spanish ðannouncing new 

restrictions, need for masks & social distancing, and availability of 

testing.

ÅNumerous Food Drives organized by nonprofits, organizations, residents.



COVID-19 IN STAMFORD
òFlattening the Curveó
Even as virtually all City services continued
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COVID-19 IN STAMFORD

Free Face-Mask Distribution totals 130,000+

Locations Included:
Chester Asddison Community Center

Westhill HS

Stamford HS

Glenbrook RR Station

Springdale RR Station

Scofield Middle School

Cummings Park

Rippowam MS

Grab & Go Lunches

Harbor Landing

South End Communithy Center

Sacred Heart Church

I-95 Underpass

Bethel AME

Cloonan Middle School

Rehoboth Fellowship Church

Rose of Sharon Ministries

Leone Park

Mask distributions throughout Stamford


